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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

In Article II: The Fullness of Time, of the Catechism, it says, “The drama of prayer is fully revealed to us in 

the Word who became flesh and who dwells among us” (CCC 2598).  I have never before thought of prayer 

as drama.  In fact, for me drama, at best, refers to a movie, a book, a play; something fictional that produces 

an effect on our emotions (scary, sad, romantic, inspiring, etc.).  At its worst, drama is something that we 

easily tire of; drama in politics, Church scandal, entertainment and sports.  Drama too often refers to people 

misbehaving and making bad choices and then attracting much attention to themselves by defending their 

actions and words or assigning blame to someone else.   

 

But to think of drama as prayer centered around the Incarnation of the Word is something new to me.  It has 

forced me to think of drama as “story” or “narrative” or the whole of history (“His-story”).  The history of 

salvation, or better put, salvation history, reaches its climax in the Incarnation of the Word.  From there it 

extends continuously into our present and future through our on-going prayer, especially the Mass.  If, as 

the Catechism maintains, the fullness of God’s revelation is Jesus Christ (the Word Incarnate), and if the 

Mass as well as all of our liturgical and private prayers focus on this Incarnation and His related Passion, 

Death, and Resurrection; then the drama of prayer MUST be this salvation history… Salvation history; 

OUR salvation and the salvation of those for whom we pray.  The salvation, essentially, of the whole world. 

 

The drama of prayer, therefore, is rooted in Christ Himself. He must have learned to pray from Mary, the 

synagogue at Nazareth, and the Temple in Jerusalem.  But His prayer also sprung from a secret source since 

he maintained at a very young age, “I must be about my Father’s business.”  This secret source was His 

union with His Father (CCC 2599).  Before He ascended into Heaven, he prayed that his followers may be 

one in Him as He is one in the Father (John 17:21).  This drama of prayer gives us the assurance of this 

union when Jesus tells us that whatever we ask for “IN HIS NAME” will be given to us.  The key point is 

“IN HIS NAME” which I take to mean in union with His will and that of His Father.  We know that God’s 

will is that everyone be saved (Timothy 2:4).  Hence, salvation history, the fullness of Revelation (Jesus 

Incarnate), and all that follows to the end of time deals primarily with everyone’s salvation.   

 

We too must be about our Father’s business.  Our prayers, the prayers of the Church, must continue to focus 

on salvation for all.  Though it might sometimes seem, with some people (often very close to us), that there 

is no interest in the topic of salvation in particular or religion in general.  However, EVERY person is born 

with an innate desire for God (CCC 27).  Sin (original as well as personal), the devil, the flesh, the 

influences of the world have all conspired to rob us of being deeply conscious (and conscientious) of this 

inborn desire for God.  So the plot of the drama of prayer and salvation history thickens as we provide 

continuous prayer and sacrifice for the conversion of sinners and their salvation!!!  You can see how this 

plot includes what some call “spiritual warfare.”  Especially at this time of year when we reflect on our 

nation’s independence celebrated on July 4 and all the battles and wars that ensued since 1776 for our 

freedom and liberation from oppression, the weapons of prayer and sacrifice for the conversion of sinners 

take on a renewed urgency.  Pray always!!  (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

 

Blessings,   

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 
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Prayer Intentions 

Parish: 
For the Missionary Sisters serving our parishes in Colombia; for an easy and fruitful transition in 

leadership and for acceptance of the new leadership by the people they serve. 

For Fr. Zach as he transitions toward becoming a military chaplain and in thanksgiving for his ministry 

at Corpus Christi. 

For Fr. Glen Wilwerding as he recovers from recent health issues.   

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

For those who have been away from the Church, through our prayers and support, may they find their 

way back. 

For the repose of the soul of Jan Hughes and all those in our parish who have died in the past few 

months.  

 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

In thanksgiving for our national freedoms as we reflect on our July 4th celebrations and for peace in our 

country and throughout the world.  

In thanksgiving for the service and contributions of our military men and women who ensure our 

freedom and the safety of our democracy.  

For immigrants, may they find improvements to immigration processes, laws, rules, and opportunities 

while the safety and security of all people remain a top priority.   

For the safety of the unborn, may their freedom and rights be protected by the laws of our country. 

For the courage of various states’ efforts to pass heartbeat bills and for the end of all abortion 

For the conversion of those involved in the abortion industry 

For a peaceful resolution to the Iranian crisis and that strained relations with North Korea may be 

improved 

For the end to violence toward Christians in the Middle East 

For the Church in China, may the communist government allow for the independence of her governance. 

For the victims of the destruction of floods and other natural disasters.   

For the victims of human/sex trafficking, may they find freedom from this horrendous industry and 

healing through caring Christian support.   

 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

The Mode of Life of Priests 

That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, commit themselves actively to a 

solidarity with those who are most poor. 

The Integrity of Justice 

That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in 

the world may not have the last word. 
 

 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the 

Ministers of Prayer and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we 

implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


